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PICTURE OF THE MAGUIRE FAMILY HOME 
 
This photograph (see end) shows Alfred H. and Sarah (Adams) Maguire with their family of eight 
children, standing in front of the family home in Oxford, Indiana. A best estimate is that it was 
taken in the summer of 1904. This is based upon the age appearance of the younger children. The 
persons are readily identified, in a left-to-right order: 
 

Clara, Charles, William, Leona, Alfred Joseph, Sarah (mother), Alfred Harris Maguire (father), 
Regina, Frank, Louetta. 

 
Their more familiar names were: 
 
   Clara, Charlie, Will, Onie, Allie, Sarah, Al, Gene, Frank, Lully         
 
This home was located in the very southeast part of Oxford, on the most southerly lots, on the east 
side of Michigan Road. The house was situated on lot #29 and the garden area with garage was 
located on the adjoining lot, #31. Lot #31 was to the right (south) in the picture. Both these lots 
were in the W. J. Templeton 2nd Addition to Oxford, platted April 2, 1873. William Maguire, Al's 
father, purchased Lot #31, February 8, 1875, and Alfred Maguire, purchased Lot #29, September 
14, 1875*. Immediately opposite the house was located the McConnell Cemetery and, beyond it, 
the St. Patrick's Cemetery. 
 
The neighborhood in which the lots were located was known locally as "Cabbage Town", possibly 
because of several German-background residents. A more formal definition of the location is that 
it was in the S1/2 NW1/4 NW1/4 S20 T24N R7W. The street on which it was located ran along the 
section line between sections 19 and 20. The street itself apparently never received an Oxford 
street name but was known as the Michigan Road. This from an early road, nominally the 
Williamsport-Michigan City Road. This road was laid out through the eastern edge of Oxford, north 
to Atkinson Station, etc. The overall road was never completed. 
 
The Maguire family had arrived in Oxford shortly after the end of the Civil War and Alfred's father, 
William, opened a tailor shop. On July 1, 1867, he had purchased Lots #5 and #6, Block 9, located 
on the north side of west Benton Street, between 5th Street and Crown Street (Pine Village road) 
in the Basil Justus 2nd Addition, platted December 1, 1855. He had a home built here and 
gradually the remainder of the family moved up from Louisville. An early newspaper noted that Al 
Maguire had started building his own house in 1873. A family story has it that at about the time he 
had completed the framing, a strong wind during the night blew a major part of it down. 
Nevertheless, it was completed and he raised his family here. 
 

* The dates here are the dates on which the deeds were recorded and, in general, are somewhat 
later than the actual sale dates.  
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The house lasted almost 100 years. It was of simple, frame construction, typical of the times. There 
was no insulation, no electricity, no indoor plumbing, no central heating. The first floor rooms 
consisted of a living room and parlor in the front, a large kitchen-dining room in the rear and the 
parents’ bedroom between. A large pantry opened off the kitchen to the south. A long 
coat-closet-hall connected the kitchen to the living room and offered access to the stairs to the 
second floor. In the view, the parlor is on the left and living room directly in from the road.  
 
The second floor contained three bedrooms, one at the head of the stairs, one at the front of the 
house, and the other at the rear on the left through which passage was necessary to reach the 
second. None was heated and they were all cold in the winter and hot in the summer! In later 
years the town water system reached this part of Oxford and a coldwater tap with sink was added 
to the kitchen. Clayton Wilkinson wired the house for electricity in 1930. A privy supplied the 
needs of the household throughout the life of the home. A summer kitchen was located just to the 
rear and a workshop was located just beyond at the back end of the lot. 
 
Al maintained a large garden in the adjoining lot, #31, throughout his life. One part was given over 
to tobacco. His son Frank purchased an early automobile, so a garage was built at the very south 
end of lot #31. Alfred and Sarah died here in the fall of 1930. Frank and Allie, the two unmarried 
sons, were the last to live in the home. They were joined by their oldest sister, Louetta Wilkinson 
and family in 1930, who had moved back to Oxford to aid in the care of her ailing mother, Sarah. 
Allie died in 1933. Frank came down with a stroke in about 1956 and was cared for by his youngest 
sister, Leona, who lived just to the rear of the home. Frank died in 1959 and in the estate 
settlement the house and two lots were sold to the next door neighbor, Lynden Granlund. As the 
house had been left without maintenance or care for several years, it had become an eyesore to 
him and he had it demolished in 1963 or after. 
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The Maguire Family Home, Oxford, Indiana. Circa 1904 
 
This photograph shows Alfred H. and Sarah (Adams) Maguire with their family of eight children, 
standing in front of the family home in Oxford, Indiana. A best estimate is that it was taken in the 
summer of 1904. This is based upon the age appearance of the younger children. The persons are 
readily identified, in a left-to-right order: 
 

Clara, Charles, William, Leona, Alfred Joseph, Sarah (mother), Alfred Harris Maguire (father), 
Regina, Frank, Louetta. 

 
Their more familiar names were: 
 
   Clara, Charlie, Will, Onie, Allie, Sarah, Al, Gene, Frank, Lully       
 


