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William Clayton Wilkinson, Sr., was born September 20, 1881, on a farm in Oak Grove 
Township, Benton County, Indiana. He died on March 2, 1959, at the age of 77, while visiting a 
son in Redlands, California. His home residence at death was only a few miles distant from his 
birth place. He is buried in the cemetery of St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church in Oxford, a few 
feet from his grandparents, William and Nancy P. Wilkinson, yet in a separate cemetery. These 
details in a certain way characterize his life. 
 
Clayton was born on an 80-acre farm* on the Warren-Benton county line, Section 34. This 
apparently was the Wilkinson home of his grandparents, William and Nancy (Johnston) 
Wilkinson. William died here August 1, 1867, and Nancy, January 29, 1881. Just when this 
property came into the family is not clear. County records show William owning various real 
estate in this vicinity from 1851 and following. After William died, Nancy and her two sons, 
Thomas M. and John William, aged 15 and 12 years, respectively, continued living here. The 
older son, Thomas, was married December 24, 1876, and probably left the farm. In the 1880 
census he and his family were living in adjacent Grant Township. On March 21, 1881, in 
Warren county, John Wm. Wilkinson married Clara Jones, daughter of John Jones and Mary 
(Pitzer). Mary was the widow of Henry Simmons. The Jones were close neighbors, living in 
Warren county. John's mother had just died and he and his new wife continued living on 
the property, likely, until August 11, 1883, when he sold his undivided half to his brother, 
Thomas.  Their first child, Clayton, was named after his father's cousin, William Clayton 
Wilkinson [Note 1.], a son of Hiram (older brother of William.) 
 
In the following four years, the John W. Wilkinson family moved about in Oak Grove and Grant 
Townships, living at four different locations. From the homestead they moved east down the road 
to the southeast 80 acres of the same section. At that time the house was well set back from the 
road but in later years was moved forward**. The next move was to a shacky dwelling on Section 
33, near the cross roads. Clayton remembered his mother nailing doors shut to keep the wind out. 
In succession the family moved to Section 17 and Section 28. (The map of Figure 1 defines the 
locations more specifically.) 
 
The family left the farm and moved to Oxford probably in the fall of 1887. Records show purchase 
of Lots 4 and 5, Block 1, in McConnell's 2nd Addition to Oxford. (Figure 6.) Clayton was six 
years old at this point and entered school at the Old Oxford Academy. He attended school here 
until about the fall of 1892. This amounted to four or five years, and he recalled kindergarten 
 
-------------------------------- 
*E½ SW¼ S34-T24N-R8W 
**This house, then owned by Ethel Larm, was torn down in the summer of 1962. 
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through third grade. His sister, Myrtle, also attended during some portion of this period. They 
walked down the railroad, this being the shortest route, to the school situated in what is now the 
Old Academy Park. 
 
During the period in Oxford, John Wm. Wilkinson operated a dray service in Oxford. When the 
Knights of Pythias lodge was organized on April 12, 1888, he was elected O.G. Apparently the 
family was in reasonable circumstances. A photograph shows Clayton on his tricycle which, it 
seems, he had taken of his own initiative. (This photograph has disappeared from the family 
records, it is sad to relate! Note: it was later found.WCWIII) A family group picture survives, 
however. Charles Maguire remembered their barn burning and the loss of much of the dray gear. 
One horse was badly burned but lived. 
 
It is likely that during this period in Oxford difficulties occurred and the family broke up and 
eventually was split by divorce. The Oxford property was sold January 25, 1893, when Clayton was 
about 11 years of age. The details of his next five years are not clear. Some of it was spent in 
southern Illinois. Clayton attended no schools during this period. It seems that during some of this 
period Cecil Wilkinson, his uncle Thomas Wilkinson's eldest child, and Clayton were living near one 
another. Cairo and Little Egypt, Illinois, I believe may have been the area of their residence. 
 
In approximately 1897, when Clayton was sixteen years of age he was sent to live with his uncle, 
Thomas J. Jones, at the farm* south of Oxford near Pine Village. Clayton worked as a farm hand for 
T.J. for a number of years. In some respects he was treated as a son, along with Delbert Raymond 
and J. Milton, his cousins, six and nine years younger, respectively. However, this was limited. T.J. 
bought Milton and Raymond their horses and rigs while Clayton had to secure his own. Apparently 
T.J. had told Clayton he would be treated in the will like his own sons. This did not materialize. His 
wife, Laura Jones, seems to have treated her husband's nephew in a fair manner as he always 
thought well of her, as well as of T.J. In most respects this must have been a good home for 
Clayton in which hard work, industriousness and religion were mixed with a high regard for 
education. (One of T.J.'s brothers, Milton, had taught school southwest of the farm.) 
 
When the first term of school started after Clayton had arrived at the Jones' home, T.J. insisted 
that his nephew enter. He entered the seventh grade and went two years, graduating March 27, 
1899, from District No. 2, Pine Township, Warren County. Oscar W. Larm was noted as teacher on 
the diploma, which is dated May 26, 1899. This school, Hooker, was located just southeast of the 
Jones Cemetery (about a mile from the Jones farm.) Clayton repeated the eighth grade the 
following year. The reason for this is not completely clear but at the end of this term, in April, he 
took the teacher's examination. A failing mark in one subject, physiology, prevented his getting a 
license to teach. He was about 19 years of age at this time. 
 
The following fall at the age of nineteen, he entered Pine Village High School and attended three 
years, graduating April 18, 1903. There were five other graduates. Whether it was a three year 
------------------------------------ 
*SE corner of S4 T23N R8W E¼ NE¼ & E¼ SE¼ ; 158 A.[Fig 1.] 
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course or his second year in eighth grade counted as the first year is not known. The first year he 
rode a bicycle, and the second year he drove a horse and cart, (T.J.'s, possibly). The last year he 
drove a neighbor's horse and buggy and took the neighbor's daughter as a passenger. The distance 
to school was about four miles. 
 
On June 27, 1903, Clayton received a six months license to teach in the Warren County schools. His 
professional training was noted as high school and ten weeks of normal school. This was at Central 
Normal College2 at Danville, Indiana. He must have entered Central Normal immediately after his 
graduation, as there are barely ten weeks between his high school graduation and the date of 
license issuance. In March, 1904, he received a full license to teach in Warren County. Probably he 
taught school during the 1903-04 and the 1904-05 terms. However, he attended Valparaiso 
University during the 1905-06 and 1906-07 terms. During the years 1903 to 1911, Clayton 
probably taught school in Warren County during the winter and did farm hand work during the 
summers. He attended summer teacher's institutes, apparently generally at Williamsport, the 
county seat. At some time during this period he seems to have had an introduction to carpentry. 
Some of these farm hand stints were for Oscar Larm, about six years, and the Jeff Bussells. Larm, a 
first generation immigrant Swede, spoke Swedish and apparently had a Swedish farm hand. 
Clayton picked up a working knowledge of the language, acquiring elementary books of the 
language. He corresponded at various times with this hand, Jacob E. Franson, and also with a girl 
named Hilda, in Sweden. Possibly she was a relative of Jacob.  
 
Clayton Wilkinson attended Valparaiso University in Valparaiso, Indiana. This was then a small 
school located in north central Indiana. School records show that his course of study was Civil 
Engineering. However, in the 1905-06 catalogue he is listed in the Preparatory Department, and in 
the 1906-07 catalogue, in the Commercial Department. He attended only the two school years, 
each of 40 weeks, receiving a total of 32.5 credits with an average grade of 90%. 
 
His wages as a farmhand were $17.25 per month and keep (including horse and buggy keep). After 
returning late in the evening from an outing he occasionally caught a nap the following day in the 
field. The trick was to lay down in front of the team so that it would not stray off! He seems to 
have lived at the Jones' farm and to have driven to his schools during the 1907 to 1910 terms. The 
1910-11 term he had bachelor quarters with a Pine Village address. The school terms were about 
seven months, September to April. 
 
His mother was married to Frank Thomas in Warren County on May 3, 1901. His sister Myrtle was 
married to Lee Henry on November 23, 1904, also in Warren County. During the Spanish American 
War of 1898, Clayton wished to enlist but was unable to obtain adequate consent, being 16-17 
years of age. He attended the World's Fair (Columbia Exposition) at St. Louis some time in 1904. 
 
The courtship between Clayton Wilkinson and Louetta Maguire began August 18, 1906, seemingly, 
and culminated in their marriage, April 26, 1911. Both were school teachers and their schools were 
not too far apart. Louetta taught from 1902-03 to 1910-11, and, with the exception of the first 
year, it was at the District No. 8 common school of Oak Grove Township, located on the McDade 
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farm at the southeast corner of Section 27, five miles southwest of Oxford (two south and three 
west.) Some if not all of Clayton's schools were in Pine Township, Warren county, but his mailing 
address was Oxford. These were horse and buggy days and a young man's horse and rig 
corresponded to the present day automobile as a prestige item. Clayton recalled the horse taking 
him home from evening visits without benefit of instructions. One such favorite horse was named 
Babe. Sometimes the horse was turned loose by pranksters and Clayton was forced to follow later 
on foot. Some of the group that these two associated with were Louetta's sister, Clara Maguire, 
George Scheetz, Agnes McGiffin, and Ray Jones. 
 
Clayton and Louetta were married on April 21, 1911. The ceremony was performed at St. Patrick's 
Roman Catholic Church, located a short distance up the street from the Maguire home. Clayton 
received instruction in the church and was enrolled as a Catholic prior to the marriage. Thus ended 
centuries of Protestantism which included several antecedent ministers. Louetta had become ill 
with pneumonia and relinquished her school on February 9 to be finished by her sister, Clara. 
 
Upon his marriage to Margaret Louetta Maguire, daughter of Alfred Harris and Sarah Agnes 
(Adams) Maguire, in the spring of 1911, he took over the farming of the 160 acre Maguire farm* in 
Kankakee Township, Jasper County, Indiana, 2 1/2 miles northwest of San Pierre. At this time 
Samuel Maguire, Louetta's uncle, aged about 61 years, was living alone on the farm. Clayton went 
there about the middle of March to do the spring planting. He and a friend drove by horse and 
wagon from Oxford to Tefft. This took several days. The last night was spent at Rensselaer. The 
fifteen miles from Rensselaer to Kniman over very poor roads took until 2:00 PM. The remaining 
fifteen miles to "Sand Hill" was concluded after dark on March 28, 1911. 
 
The Maguire house, since torn down, was well set back on a hill on the north 80 acres and was 
referred to by the Maguires as "Sand Hill". William Maguire, Louetta's grandfather, had acquired 
the property July 2, 1877, and had lived there with his wife Margaret and unmarried sons, Samuel, 
John, and James, and grandson, William I. Cullen. By 1911, William, Margaret, and John had died 
and James was living at the County Farm. William Cullen had married Elizabeth Gingrich and was 
living in nearby Tefft. 
 
Clayton's first three children were born on this farm:  

Alfred Floyd, June 27, 1912;  
William Clayton, Jr., Dec. 17, 1914; and  
Charles Eugene, Dec. 27, 1916.  

 
In the latter part of 1912, Samuel Maguire left the farm and went over to live with his nephew, 
William Cullen, and family. The reason is not clear but there is reason to think that he and Clayton 
had had a falling out. Apparently Samuel promised Lizzy Cullen a home for life if she would care for 
him. Samuel died April 5, 1913, and was buried in the Protestant cemetery east of San Pierre with 
his brother, John. (James Maguire lived out his life at the Jasper County Farm, died Nov. 27, 1929, 
------------------------- 
*Section 24, Township 32, Range 5, the E½ of the NE¼ and E½ of the SE¼. [See Fig. 2 and 3.] 
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and was buried alongside his two brothers at San Pierre.) There was no will and the claims of 
William Cullen and his wife against the estate were contested by A. H. Maguire, Samuel's brother. 
These claims were for John's burial, Samuel's last care, and the promise of a home. The Cullens 
were awarded the estate, approximately $2300, in the spring of 1917. Al Maguire was very 
disturbed by these proceedings and the resulting disposition. He had no further use for his only 
nephew, Bill Cullen. The farm was sold in 1917, and Clayton and family moved to the "Smith 
Place"* the first week in February. 
 
This farm was located near San Pierre in Starke County and was of 80 acres. The family lived here 
for about four years, during which time twin children, Leo Francis and Leona Frances, were born, 
October 9, 1919. This period was during and just following the First World War. Farming was done 
by horse teams, and automobiles were just beginning to appear in such rural areas. Transportation 
to San Pierre, some three miles, was by horse and buggy, team and wagon, or, in winter, team and 
bobsled with bells! The farm buildings were more or less standard: house, summer house, barn, 
and corn crib. The house was set back from the road at the end of a lane which ran along an 
orchard. The sketch shows the location of the farm and neighbors. [Fig. 3] (Recollection says this 
summerhouse was an unused older house just to the rear of the occupied house. By the summer 
of 1969, the older house had been removed and the newer house remodeled.) 
 
These years were, generally, good farm years with high prices. Apparently Clayton did not do well, 
however. During the later portion he became interested in automobiles and spent time at a San 
Pierre garage assisting in repairing in order to learn. He drove a school bus for at least one year, 
probably 1919-20, and purchased his first automobile, a used Ford (Model T or earlier). This 
particular car was the first that had been brought into the area, by a well to do farmer. Sometime 
in the spring, or later, of 1920 he decided to quit farming and return to teaching. An auction was 
held to sell off his farm equipment and stock. 
 
 Dr. William J. Solt of San Pierre, the family physician who was also Railroad Township School 
Trustee, had offered Clayton a position as senior teacher at the English Lake school. This school 
was a small, two room institution, 1-8 grades, located in the center of a small settlement on the 
Kankakee River at the north edge** of the western part of Starke County. For two years, Clayton 
taught under contract of $960 for eight months. 
 
The population of English Lake, probably less than 100 persons, was generally poor and ill-
educated. It was a rough community with many connections in illicit stills and bootlegging. A 
gambling area operated outside the Saturday night public dance hall. There were two stores and 
an ex-saloon. The ex-saloon, operated as a soft drink parlor, was located between Hansen's 
Grocery and a vacant lot of shrubs. It was obvious, even to a six year old boy, that the modus  
 
-------------------- 
*S18 T32 R8, E½ of SW¼, 80A. About 1 mile north and a half mile east of Sand Hill. The farm 
belonged to Martin Schmidt. [Fig. 3].] 
**In the center of: S36, R4W,T33N. [Fig. 4.] 
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operandi of the "soft drink parlor" consisted in the thirsty customer paying for his portion on the 
inside, traveling down a well-worn path through the willow shrubs to a brush pile at the end, and 
partaking of a portion from the contents of a jug concealed within the brush pile. 
 
The family moved to English Lake during November, 1920, after the school year had started. The 
difficulty and delay had been in locating a dwelling of any type at all. During the first year, Mrs. 
Sada Watson of LaCrosse, 6 to 8 miles northwest, taught in the lower grades room. The second 
year, Louetta filled this position. (Thus, in my 2nd year of school I was taught by my mother while 
my father was principal. Double jeopardy, indeed!) Clayton used considerable of his own small 
salary to add to the school's educational features. He purchased, among other things, a portable 
record player and introduced music appreciation periods, during which records were played, with 
the lower grades joining the upper grades. The children were encouraged to recognize the various 
recordings, not a large selection. Partly as a result of expenditures for school supplies, the family 
fell behind in the grocery bill at Hansens. This bothered Louetta more than it did Clayton and in the 
end she used her salary to catch up on the indebtedness. 
 
At some time during this period, the Indiana state law was changed such that all children were 
required to finish eighth grade or be sixteen years of age in order to drop from school. This act 
brought numerous older children (mostly boys) back into school and caused disciplinary problems 
among some of the boys. By mutual consent of all concerned some were excused; others attended 
with mixed benefits. 
 
The first residence* obtainable was on the north side of the Kankakee River in Laporte county, a 
mile from the center of the settlement. It was a small cottage of three or four rooms, elevated on 
stilts several feet above the low lying ground. The land was subject to flooding from the river. The 
house was immediately adjacent to one of the two railroads and suffered or benefited from the 
proximity. The sides of the right away were a source of coal which had been joggled from the 
passing cars, occasionally implemented by friendly brakemen. Tramps using the railroad as a trunk 
line transportation system were not unusual visitors for hand-outs and, at least once, the cause of 
a major fright to Louetta, more or less isolated from other houses. The most direct route to school 
and stores was over the railroad bridge, a cold, windy, and sometimes dangerous passage during 
this winter. 
 
In the summer the family moved to an old house directly opposite the school. While here, the barn 
was razed and the six year old son came afoul of a rusty nail in a bare foot. No further 
complications. Here also, the only daughter, Leona Frances, became ill and died after a short time 
(Sept. 18, 1921) of intestinal problems at the age of two years, leaving long time emotional scars in 
the family. By fall the family was able to move across the road into a larger, bungalow type house  
 
 -------------------------- 
*LaPorte County, S36, R4W, T33N, on the south side of the road just prior to the turn to the 
northwest, along the railroad. 
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(Trudeau) immediately east of the school where the remainder of the English Lake period was 
spent. The last child, Harold Joseph, was born in this house, November 27, 1922. 
 
During the two school summer vacation periods of this era, Clayton was employed by a pickling 
concern with buildings located along one of the two railroads, a so called "pickle factory". This was 
an outlet for a considerable harvest from small family plots. It consisted of sorting and grading 
facilities with tanks or vats where the incoming pickles were processed and then placed in salt 
brine. In retrospect it required a great deal of hand pumping of brine to cause circulation and it 
was a very painful area for bare feet with their normal cuts and abrasions. During the second year, 
a lot adjacent to the home was cultivated and used to grow pickles. In the early stages of 
cultivation a one horse plow was used, requiring a small boy to ride and rein the horse between 
the rows of hills. Later, each morning was spent picking the day's growth of marketable pickles. 
 
The stores at English Lake were operated by the John Hansen family and the Short family. The 
latter was located just north of the railroad road intersection and contained the post office. The 
Hansen store was located at the main intersection of the settlement, next to the ex-saloon. The 
Hansens: John, Rose (Smantek), and two children Harry and Bernice, lived above the store. I was 
befriended by Harry, some 10 years my senior, and spent time on the Kankakee River with him. In 
a river town this was men's activity! He was drowned many years later on the same river. Another 
older boy, Hal "Dude" Green, son of the railroad agent, was another friend. Both were major local 
heroes to me. 
 
The Kankakee River was a slow meandering stream which wound its way through a large swampy 
area. During the two years spent at English Lake, dredging commenced to divert the river into a 
more tractable path and allow draining of some portion of the swamp. The two dredges were 
shipped in by rail and then assembled along the railroad directly in the settlement. This required 
the employment of outsiders and furnished an exciting diversion from the normal. During the 
dredging operation, the dredge built its own railroad as it proceeded, and often worked at night. 
Memories of these machines in action have never faded. The dredging was unfinished when we 
left but it had already succeeded in ruining the favored swimming area. 
 
As school teachers, Clayton and Louetta held a relatively higher position in the socio economic 
ladder than most of the English Lake inhabitants. To the extent possible, they attempted to 
maintain this status by their own acts. One activity was participating in some of the community 
social events. I recall a box social held at the dance hall. At a box social the males bid for 
unidentified boxes of food goodies made up by the various single females. Following this division 
by bidding, the boxes are opened to determine who and what one won with his bid. During the 
evening a few skits or such took place on the stage. Clayton and Louetta put on a dialogue entitled, 
"Please Pass the Cream". This breakfast situation centered around what was actually in the cream 
pitcher. I recall being somewhat embarrassed at this display by my parents. (I also had been a 
bidder and had bought a quite older female.) 
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At about this period, the Klan activities were increasing to become an important factor in Indiana 
life. Its impact on Catholic families was to be felt by the Wilkinsons. Dr. Solt who had befriended 
the family for many years as family physician, friend, and school system executive, was retiring 
from this latter elective position and advised his constituents to vote for Hugo Reinewanz. Clayton 
and wife did so and their man was elected but they were abruptly notified just prior to the new 
school term that they were not to be employed as teachers in the coming term. They were of the 
wrong religion! 
 
Clayton cast about for a new source of income in the nearest larger town, North Judson, which 
was the market town for the area. Located at the intersection of four railroads, it derived much of 
its income in one way or another from these sources. Construction, in the form of a railroad coal 
elevator or dock, was the next and, as it proved, final choice of vocations. After he obtained this 
job, he was able to find a house* and the family moved to North Judson in about the middle of the 
school year, probably in January, 1923. The house was located at 59 Main Street at approximately 
its intersection with Keller Avenue. Most of the public buildings, the schools, and the Catholic 
Church, school, parsonage, and nunnery were located at this end of Keller Avenue. 
 
The three school age children, Floyd, Clayton, and Charles, were enrolled in the public school 
system and continued there for about six weeks. After considerable pressure was applied by the 
Catholic priest, Father A. C. Van Rie, the children were transferred to the Catholic parochial school, 
a four room two story building for grades 1-8, taught by the Sisters of St. Francis. This change was 
a traumatic experience to at least one of the children. Father Van Rie, pastor of the S.S. Cyril and 
Methodius North Judson church, also had charge of the San Pierre parish with its All Saints church. 
He continued for years in this capacity and remained a family (but not my) friend for many years. 
 
As I have noted, during these years, 1923-24, the Klan was very active in Indiana generally and in 
North Judson particularly. A typical Klan parade was held, all white sheeted, hooded marchers, 
"Little Red School House" float, and so forth. Violence against the Catholic community reached 
two peaks, not far apart, in which all the ornamental entrance to the church was damaged or 
destroyed, and in the other, a bomb was exploded at the front door of the parsonage late at night. 
The bomb exploded moments after the door bell had been rung. The housekeeper, Mary McMeal, 
just escaped serious or fatal injuries. Several fiery crosses were burned on the vacant public lands 
just across the street from the Wilkinson residence. 
 
After construction of the coal elevator, which was located a few miles west of town on the New 
York Central R.R., was completed, probably in the fall or winter of 1923, Clayton continued work 
with the contractor on a new elevator in the area of Joliet, Illinois. While the family remained in 
North Judson, he roomed in Joliet. On one occasion, Floyd and Clayton, ages 12 and 10, visited him 
via a railroad trip with a train change at Chicago. The decision was made, however, not to continue 
this activity and he took up general carpentry work in North Judson and vicinity. Being a steady 
---------------------- 
*Owned by Harry Rust. Shown at location No.1 of the attached North Judson plat map. Lot 4, 
Square 17. [See Fig. 5.] 
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and reliable worker, Clayton could have continued with the heavy construction firm. He had no 
fear of heights and was well liked by the firm's superintendent. 
 
The general carpentry work included repairs, principally, and during a major portion of this period 
he did home repair work for Frank Vessely, a local business man (and Catholic) who had numerous 
properties in the area. Other employers were the local lumber yard (unloading train cars of 
Portland cement bags) and a saw mill. The latter used some of its own product to build utility 
buildings of not too well seasoned oak. Floyd and Clayton were enlisted into this type of activity as 
they grew older. There was considerable farm building work, also, concrete floors for pigpens and 
the pig houses. Another well remembered activity was painting the trim of the Catholic Church. 
This entailed working from swinging scaffolding and lying on one's belly painting cornices at the 
high places of the belfry. (By this time I was in high school and expected to act like a man!) Average 
income during this period was not great and just above subsistence level for a family of seven. Any 
source of income was reached for and I recall that during one late summer he worked at 
harvesting onions, with his older children. At another time, in a very cold winter, he sold 
newspaper subscriptions for the Logansport Gazette. Floyd ran several paper routes and I 
substituted for him now and then. Part of this latter entailed catching a short ride on trains to 
hawk papers during train switching processes. 
 
During the North Judson stay, the family lived in three locations: one, as described, for about a 
year*; the second**, on the main business street, Lane Street, in a no water, second floor flat 
above a soft drink or ice cream parlor, for about 6-8 months; the third***, a small, simple, seven 
room house in the western portion of the town, near the Enterprise section, at 221 Hancock 
Avenue. All were rentals, without central heating or indoor bath or toilet facilities. All had 
electricity, however, and lighting consisted of single bulbs dangling on cords from the ceilings. This 
latter was not really too different from many other homes in the community. 
 
The eldest son, Floyd, was graduated from high school in 1929 and enrolled at the South Bend 
Business College. He continued here for some two years, primarily on his own resources. However, 
by the summer of 1930 the great depression was in full swing with business and income at such a 
low tide that the family moved to Oxford. It is doubtful that this move offered any real 
improvement financially, but it was back to old familiar surroundings and it was partly occasioned 
by the bedridden condition of Sarah Maguire, Louetta's mother. 
 
This move was made rather sub rosa and we children were instructed to not mention the 
impending leave taking to any of our friends. Being 15 years of age, in the middle of high school, 
and with not too thick a skin, I took this poorly. It was plain absconding, to me. We had numerous  
------------------------- 
*Sold Sept. 2, 1926, Rust to Schuyler, so we had to move. [Fig.5.] 
**On Lane Street at the Adair Street intersection, on the East Corner, location No.2. 
***On the east side of Hancock between Talmer Avenue (Rte. #10) and Central Avenue, location 
No.3. 
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outstanding debts: groceries, rent, etc. To make matters worse, the principal indebtedness was to 
the parents of my best friend! I never really recovered from this and I don't think the debts were 
ever paid. I cut myself off completely from North Judson and have never renewed old 
acquaintances. 
 
The move to Oxford was made about the beginning of the school vacation period. We moved into 
the house just north of the Maguire home (See Fig. 6). This was convenient for Louetta to aid her 
sister Leona in caring for their bedridden mother. Clayton was able to obtain some work that 
summer. One job was painting the cornice of the public school. Frank and Bill Maguire had the 
contract for painting all the outside trim of the school but both were loath to take on the cornice 
painting. This entailed working from a swinging scaffold. I was the other painter on the scaffold 
with my father! 
 
Also we did work for Tom Donahue, farm work. Clayton was also able to get started into carpentry 
work. He spent the remainder of his life in Oxford and in construction work. At the beginning, the 
depression was very severe and the family was at the borderline of poverty. There was always 
food but the meals were simple and there was little else in the way of expenditures. After about a 
year the rent for the house became too much for the small income and the family moved into the 
Maguire home. Alfred and Sarah had both died in the early fall of 1930, and only Frank and his 
older brother, Alley, occupied the home. 
 
Floyd was forced home from South Bend, being unable to earn sufficient to maintain himself and 
stay in school. After a few months in Oxford he joined the U.S. Navy in 1932 and left home. 
Clayton, who had just been graduated from high school, attempted the same route but was 
rejected on size criteria. The years of mixed family living in the Maguire home were not always 
happy ones. Space was limited for a group of eight persons, money was in short supply, and the 
adults were fixed in their ways. The home had been built some sixty years previously and had no 
indoor plumbing other that a water spigot. There was no installed electricity and we were back to 
kerosene lamps for light. After a short time of this, Clayton took on the task of installing electric 
lights throughout the house. Again this did not go beyond bare bulbs hanging from ceiling cords. 
 
Other activities included going into the rabbit raising business. This was almost a complete failure 
and did not last long. We also did some backyard butchering of hogs. It was during these years that 
Clayton, a longtime Republican, switched over to Roosevelt's party and remained there 
thenceforth. In the fall of 1934, Clayton, Jr., left home to attend a radio operator's school in New 
Orleans. He had been able to save something over a hundred dollars during four summers of 
employment at Bartindale's Twin Swimming Pools and ice business. By the spring of 1935 he was 
able to obtain a berth as radio operator on an ocean going freighter. Now the family was down to 
three sons. 
 
Although the depression never really ended until Roosevelt took the country into World War II, 
economics did improve some. Clayton was able to obtain carpentry work during a greater part of 
the year and with fewer mouths to feed was able to get a little ahead. As a result, he and Louetta 
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made their first house purchase. This was on December 24, 1935, a Christmas present. He was 54 
and she was 53 years of age, it had taken a long time. The total sum was $300.00! It included the 
house and two lots, 8 and 9 in Block No. 2, in David McConnell's First Addition to the Town of 
Oxford. (See Fig. 6.) The purchase was made from Stephen J. and Bertha D. Campbell of 
Tippecanoe county. This property is just a few lots distant west of the location of the home of John 
and Clara, some 50 years previously, where Clayton lived as a child. 
 
The house stands at the northeast corner of Michigan and Benton Streets and has had a long 
history. (Michigan was the original name for the north/south street. When the railroad [See Note 
3.] was chartered and rails were laid in 1882, it lost its name. When the rails were removed in 
1946, it became Railroad Street. More recently it has been renamed Dan Patch Way.) The building 
had begun as a Presbyterian church, the first in Oxford, and was built in 1872. In 1902, the 
Presbyterians constructed a new church at the corner of Justus and Benton and the old church was 
abandoned, more or less. In 1913, it was purchased by Ed Clark and rebuilt extensively into a 
house. When Clayton made his purchase, it had deteriorated considerably and was being occupied 
essentially by squatters (they paid no rent). Clayton began making repairs almost at once and 
started with the windows. The tenants objected to this pre-emption of "their home" and on one 
occasion the lady of the house threw hot water at the workers! After a time and more 
unpleasantness, the squatters left and more remodeling could take place. Soon after, the 
Wilkinsons moved into their first owned home. It still was not up to the standards of the time but 
was livable. Clayton and the sons that were then at home made extensive modifications over the 
years and it became a very pleasant residence. Clayton and Louetta lived out their lives at this 
location, 24 and 28 more years, respectively. 
 
Just previous to the war, son Charles and family had removed to California, where his brother 
Floyd, discharged after a hitch in the Navy, was living with his new bride. Son Leo had been pulled 
into the army as a member of the Indiana National Guard. Clayton, Louetta, and Harold (the latter 
having completed high school) took off for California. This was combined travel and visiting. 
Clayton engaged in carpentry work and Harold was employed at an aircraft company, the wartime 
expansion having already started. This trip was the beginning of trailer travel for Clayton and 
Louetta. They gradually updated their trailer in both size and quality and made many trips to 
Florida, the southwest, and California during the colder months when construction work was in 
the winter lull. 
 
This trip was started in December of 1941. The trailer was pulled by a not too new pickup truck 
and although the trailer was small it posed a new set of driving conditions. About 75 miles south of 
Oxford on U.S. Route #41 the pickup wandered off onto the shoulder and swerved, throwing the 
trailer out into a fence. Clayton was naturally shocked by this and suggested to Harold that maybe 
they should return to Oxford. Harold was not fazed and as no serious harmed had been done was 
all for continuing. They continued on south and spent the night in a small town in Kentucky. The 
next morning while having breakfast in a restaurant, they learned of Pearl Harbor! 
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Before heading west, they stopped in Camp Shelby, Mississippi, where Leo was in camp. After 
visiting a few days, they headed west and had no problems en route to California. In California 
Clayton was employed at construction activity and apparently enjoyed it considerably. This was 
new housing construction and was quite different than repair work in Benton county. Harold 
entered a training school for aircraft manufacturing and after completing the course obtained 
work at the Douglas Aircraft Company in Long Beach. 
 
In the spring of 1942, Leo came to California on leave to visit the family. This was a between 
assignments leave as he had been transferred into the Army Air Corps for pilot training. In June 
Louetta became homesick for Oxford and, with Harold and Leo, put pressure on Clayton to forsake 
California for Indiana. They left in June to return to Oxford. 
 
With the gradual improvement in economic conditions generally, the Wilkinsons also improved 
their status. The onset of World War II put somewhat of a hiatus into this upward trend. Before 
many months, Harold left for service in the Army Air Force. Clayton and son, Charles, who had 
been married in early 1937, carried on during the war. With the swing in manufacturing from 
peaceful articles to articles of war, material for construction became very scarce or even vanished 
completely. Clayton continued his carpentry and general construction work in Oxford, primarily 
farm buildings and such. He was forced to make his own hinges, hasps, and other small hardware 
in order to complete pigpens and other farm necessities. 
 
The war years were emotionally very hard on Clayton and Louetta. Son Floyd had re-entered the 
Navy and was sent into the Pacific Theater as likewise was Leo. Following his flight training, he was 
put into a photo reconnaissance wing and flew photographic missions in a P-38 throughout the 
Pacific. Charles remained in California during most of this time while Clayton, Jr., who was 
graduated from Purdue in January 1941, was employed on the East Coast. Thus, the Wilkinson 
home was without children for the first time in thirty years. 
 
When the war was ended, the pent up demand for construction burst out in the Oxford area. As a 
result, Clayton's construction business took off with great expansion. His group of workers 
included three sons, a nephew, two brothers in law, and numerous others, reaching a total of 
perhaps 15 to 20 at peak. He was able to purchase modern construction equipment and tools as 
well as trucks and other mobile stock. He operated under the company name: Farm Building 
Service. In addition to farm construction, always the mainstay, he completed numerous additions 
and modifications to area homes. Perhaps the most significant job was remodeling the Oxford 
Methodist parsonage. After the many years in which the Methodists were linked closely with Ku 
Klux Klan activity, this was a real landmark. Clayton remarked on this on numerous occasions. 
 
In the late 1940's, his crew was known as the most educated construction group in the area. It 
included two local school teachers and three graduate civil engineers. (Leo, Francis Reynolds, and 
Quenten Mettes had all entered and received Civil Engineering degrees from Purdue University.) 
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Before the war had been over more than a few months, the remaining sons were married and had 
set up their own establishments. The war had been a long and worrisome time for the parents. 
Three sons were in the service with unknown overseas locations. At one time towards the end, the 
five sons were located in: Japan area, California, Indiana, New Jersey, and the European theater, 
quite a spread. During the latter part of their lives, Clayton and Louetta were alone in Oxford, their 
children spread out, coast to coast. Louetta kept in touch with letters. Clayton continued his 
carpentry construction activity up to the time of his death. He had made his annual trailer trip, this 
time to California, where three sons were now located with their families. He died from a major 
heart attack in Redlands, California, on March 2, 1959. He had had some minor indications of a 
heart problem but no major difficulties previously. He is buried in the Oxford Catholic Cemetery. 
 
Following Clayton's death, his construction equipment and tools were sold at a public auction. 
Louetta lived another four years but her health became increasingly poorer until she was unable to 
care for herself in the Oxford home. During the first year a grandson had moved in to aid her while 
commuting to Purdue. This was a complete bust and may well have contributed to her failing 
health. As there were no other members of the immediate family in Oxford and as no one else in 
the area could be found to live with her, her last few months were spent in a nursing home in 
Charlotte, N.C., near her youngest son, Harold and family. Shortly before her death Oct. 24, 1963, 
the home was sold to Francis Reynolds, a nephew. 
 
Clayton Wilkinson was a steadfast person in all his beliefs. His conversion to Catholicism remained 
definite and fixed throughout his life. While taciturn to a fault, he could with certain persons 
become very verbal. In some eyes he may have seemed to have been a dour husband, little given 
to shows of affection or togetherness. However, he never in any manner neglected his duties as he 
saw them as provider and head of the house. It was clear that he did many things and followed 
many pursuits that were predicated upon Louetta's well-being. However, he completely 
dominated the financial part of the family and this was a continual area of friction throughout their 
married life. 
 
His relationship with his sons was not completely uniform. This was due in part, at least, to their 
differences. There was never any question as to their completion of high school. Beyond this he 
wavered. His stated opinion was that they should first learn a trade so that it could be a fallback 
skill when needed. This attitude may have been the result of his own experience or it may have 
stemmed from the difficulty in aiding them to go on to higher education. He required his sons to 
work with him at carpentry work or whatever else was being branched into under the stress of 
circumstances. However, in my case at least, he never included them in the financial return. 
Neither was there any sort of regular financial allowance. Most of the years, I suppose, all the 
income had to go for food and the bare necessities of life. In one respect, however, he was 
uniform, all sons were given a special nickname: Pete, Duke, Monk, Hopper, and Bill! (In order of 
age.) 
 
He had a fondness for foreign language. I have mentioned Swedish. Spanish was a long time 
interest. At his common school graduation he recited a poem, "Adios, Espana", apparently a 
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favorite. He kept a small set of Spanish grammar and lesson books in his reading area most of his 
life. On his few trips into Mexico from Texas and California he had opportunity to try this learning. 
He was not an avid reader of fiction but when he became interested in such a book he completed 
it in one or a few sittings. The physical labor of construction generally left one in a tired and sleepy 
condition of an evening. His time then was spent planning the next day's activity and in projected 
designs. 
 
The years of the depression were not completely without enjoyment. Numerous trips were made 
to Oxford to see the relatives. These three to four hours in an old open Ford were long and tiring 
but worth the effort. (Before the automobile, these trips were made on the old Monon railroad, 
San Pierre to Lafayette, change to the Nickel Plate, and on to Oxford.) In the summer there were 
often family picnics, generally with George and Clara Scheetz and children, Louetta's nearest and 
closest sister. George and Clayton blended well as did Louetta and Clara. Many of these Sunday 
affairs were at Bass Lake, 10 miles or so from North Judson. Both parents were not above trying 
new experiences. At an early time they took an air flight in an open cockpit plane with a 
barnstormer who was doing a Sunday business flying out of a meadow. During the depth of the 
depression, they went on a rail excursion from Oxford to Niagara Falls. This was in plain coaches, 
sleep sitting up, and bring your own lunch basket. Apparently it was an enjoyable success. In later 
years they were able to use airline passes through their youngest son, Harold, and visited farther 
afield. They also did much trailer travel during the years they were alone without children. 
 
Clayton was not a large man, about 5 feet 5 inches in height and around 150 pounds in weight in 
later years. However, he was taller than his father, who was known as Banty, and taller than his 
brother Charles, who was known as Shorty. He was strong physically, and never carried any excess 
weight. He had blue eyes and dark hair. His only known try at facial hair was for a short time during 
the centennial activities at Oxford. Chewing tobacco, a habit developed in his early farm years, 
kept with him throughout life. He tried many dodges to break the habit, smoking a pipe, smoking 
cigars, nothing quite worked. He had almost no illnesses that incapacitated him. A kidney stone 
passed, no operations, indications of a heart problem for which he carried medication. 
 
Clayton's ability in construction work was quite good. He was not great at hand work, but capable. 
He was not a theoretician but he knew much more than average on the theoretical side. Thus, he 
filled his chosen line of work very well. Unfortunately, he lived in an area in which for many years 
there was a scarcity of such work coupled with bigotry in business dealings. This latter slowly 
decreased, as I have noted. His construction company was well known in the Benton County area 
and carried out many programs. He was a conservative in construction and had pride in the quality 
of the construction. At one time, at least, this lead to hard words with the employer. This was with 
Tom Donahue and his corncrib. Clayton was putting in far too much bracing, according to Tom. I 
expect that that crib is still standing. 
 
During winters when work was slow, he would spend time doing small cabinet work. This included 
smoking stands, magazine racks, and such. Some of these were quite good. He built a complete 
wall of cabinetry in the dining room of their remodeled home. 
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For many years he was the caretaker for the Oxford Catholic Cemetery. When he took over this 
task, the cemetery had gone relatively untended for a number of years and required hard work to 
bring it into a manageable state. (While I was at Purdue I worked up a drawing of the grave sites 
and the cemetery, generally. This may still be in use). He also occasionally and gratuitously 
groomed the adjoining cemetery, the McConnell, where his grandparents and other relatives were 
buried. 
 
Family life within the Wilkinson home was quiet. There were few demonstrative acts, birthdays 
were not particularly celebrated. However, Christmas was held and gifts were always exchanged 
even though they might have been limited to one per person. Drawing for a donor was resorted to 
in the hardest times. As children, we received our share of Christmas toys and such. I also recall 
receiving certain special gifts (not at Christmas or birthday): a pair of hip boots out of the blue, a 
baseball uniform to play on the Enterprise Tigers team! 
 
Clayton's parents visited us, his father a few times when I was quite young, his mother quite often, 
especially after her second husband died. After the family was split by divorce, John lived alone, 
essentially. In later years he lived near his youngest son, Charles, in Attica. Charles built and set up 
a small store nearby that his father operated and in which he had living quarters. Two special 
characteristics I well remember, a handle bar mustache and the fact that he insisted on calling me 
Bill. I liked both.  
 
Clayton Wilkinson had many good qualities and a few faults. He carried out his responsibilities in 
life without complaint. He unfailingly sought to care for his wife and family, never attempting to 
shift the burden to others. During the years in which he lived, this was no small attribute. His start 
in life, a broken family, generally leaves scars. Perhaps this was true in his case. He seemed to have 
learned from his father's weaknesses. He never used alcohol in any form, yet had tolerance for 
those who did. Essentialy honest in all his dealings with people, he did not seem to be concerned 
with debts. This seemed to have been a blind spot. Yet he paid off one son's debts quietly without 
fanfare. He was a stern parent but he could be very kind on occasion and his acts of compassion 
were not always obvious.  
 

* * * * * 
 
 Note 1. William Clayton Wilkinson (the first) was about 16 years older than John William and a 
veteran of the Civil War. After the war he joined Mark Brier in Oxford at blacksmithing and later 
opened his own shop. He was quite active in the small town. By 1880 he had left Oxford with his 
new bride and was living in Marion County, KS. He may have been the hero type to his young 
cousin, John. 
 
 Note 2. By enrolling at Danville Central Normal, Clayton was following by only a few years in the 
footsteps of Dr. Logan Esarey, the noted historian and teacher of Indiana history. Esarey likewise 
was a teacher in country schools at a very early age. Clayton is noted in the list of general students 
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in the Central Normal College Quarterly, Vol. II, No. IV; 1903. Central Normal College in Danville, 
Ind., was a private college which offered courses in teaching as well as general education. The 
school had its beginnings in 1876 with the transfer of staff and students of Indiana Central Normal 
from Ladoga, Ind. (Robert A. Brown,” The story of Central Normal College, Danville, Hendricks 
County, Indiana, 1876-1946"; Ind. St. Lib.(IND378.C397b). The courses were use-oriented and well 
suited to the area it served, central Indiana. It flourished and had a total of more than 50,000 
graduates. Eventually, its enrollment declined and in 1946 it was sold to members of the Episcopal 
Church and the name changed to Canterbury College. This period was short lived and the school 
closed in 1951 under financial difficulties. 
 
 Note 3. This north south railroad was the second to pass through Oxford. It was chartered as the 
Chicago and Indiana Coal Railroad and trains commenced running in the fall of 1882. Later it 
became a part of the Chicago and Eastern Illinois line. It stopped running trains and was 
abandoned January 1, 1922, but was resurrected as the Chicago, Attica, and Southern R.R. by the 
end of the year. As the C.A.&S., it continued operations, essentially freight only, until 1946. Steam 
engines were replaced with diesels but business gradually declined and finally the line failed. The 
rails were removed about May, 1946. Thus, the railroad came and went within the lifetime of 
Clayton Wilkinson and of the church/home building along its right of way.  
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