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THE WILLIAM MAGUIRE FAMILY 
by 

W. C. Wilkinson, Jr. 
7 November 1996 

 
A search for the history of a family in many respects parallels that of tracing mankind. It starts with 
a reasonably concrete factual present, then traces for the origins with increasingly fewer facts and 
more and more supposition and speculation. Finally, there remains only speculation or 
extrapolation in a most probable direction. This is true for the Maguire family history. 
 
However, we do know quite a bit about William Maguire who is the progenitor of our Maguire 
family in America. We know where he was born, generally, when he arrived in the United States, 
where he lived throughout the remainder of his life, where he died, and where he is buried. We 
also know whom he married, who his children were, and whom they married. We know what 
William did for a living, how well he prospered, what his religious preference was, and what some 
of his propensities were. We have his likeness on paper, late in life probably, and that of his wife, 
Margaret Jane (Watson) Maguire. We also know who her parents were, where they came from, 
and where she was born. 
 
William Maguire, 1803-1883, and his wife, Margaret Jane Watson, 1815-1894, have many 
descendants and all those now living have or will have their vital statistics formally documented in 
birth, marriage, and death records located in government repositories, genealogical collections, 
and other less formal records. This was not true a generation or so in the past. To the best of my 
knowledge no one of these descendants has in any way made any effort to record even in their 
own family group a formal written compilation of that family which could be passed on and be 
understandable 50 or 100 years later. This is not really surprising and is indeed true for most 
families. 
 
What I have written here is not to be taken as gospel nor as the last word. What I want it to be is a 
reasonable record of my investigations covering a period of many years whose only purposes were 
my pleasure and interest. Hopefully, by sending it out to relatives it may pass into the hands of one 
or more of the younger generations who will seek to extend and improve it. Some twenty years 
ago I made copies of a similar less complete memo and disseminated it to aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and other relatives with the request that I would appreciate any and all bits of knowledge or data 
contributory to a more in-depth or a more accurate history. I received no response of any sort. 
This was just a little bit surprising but not really shocking. I know that such information did and 
may still exist, much in memory and some in documentation. I presume that apathy is the answer. 
 
Direct questioning and personal approaches would have elicited at least some response. It did in 
one or two instances. However, by far the predominance of my data has come from primary 
source documents, from many different repositories, and in many geographical areas. The starting 
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point1 and clues to the past are from my mother's memory passed to me over a period of many 
years. Uncle Frank Maguire likewise made contributions from memory. The Maguire family 
personal records which I have been privileged to see are very sparse. At the time the Al Maguire 
homestead was being gutted, I rescued a few pieces of paper and an old letter or two from a box 
being jettisoned. If Alfred and Sarah Maguire, my grandparents, retained and left other records, I 
have never seen them. Nor have I been able to determine and find the same for any of his siblings. 
 
Tradition is an oral record of history. Tradition2 tells us that William Maguire was born in County 
Cavan, near Maguire's Bridge, Ireland, and left Ireland because of a poaching incident, he being the 
poacher. This tradition says that he went to England and then emigrated to the United States into 
Philadelphia. The general area of Maguire's Bridge, which is actually in County Fermanagh, 
Northern Ireland, is "Maguire Country". The Maguire clans were predominant in this area for many 
centuries3. 
 
Maguire's Bridge is still a small village4 and is located about 8 miles southeast of Enniskillen. "The 
town stands on the banks of the river Colebrook, or Maguire, which is here crossed by a bridge, 
--hence the name of the town"... It is contained in the parish of Aghalurcher in the baronry of 
Magherastephana. Fermanagh is the land of the legendary Maguire's, very prominent during the 
period 1300-1600 when "...their chief was one of the most important in Ulster." Even today, 
Maguire is a very common name in this area and the ruins of Maguire castles abound. As the 
ancestral home location, Maguire's Bridge is certainly not unlikely. That the home was a castle is 
less likely. During William's later activity it is known that he had a liking for hunting and fishing. At 
the age of 18-19, poaching is not considered a heinous offense, except by the landlord and the 
law. 
 
The name Maguire is a spelling variant of the Irish Maguidhir. This is made up of two parts, Mag 
and Uidhir. The former, Mag, is a form of Mac, son of, that is used when it precedes a vowel. 
Uidhir means dun-colored. The name first appears in Irish records in 956 and it is a name definitely 
linked to one county, Fermanagh. It ranks 39 in the most numerous surnames in Ireland and holds 
first place in Fermanagh as well as being well up in adjoining Cavan5. 
 
Tradition also has it that William's parents were Francis Maguire and Anne Eagan. There is no 
written evidence to substantiate this nor has there been any record6 of William located in Ireland. 
While tradition is often not completely factual, it is very often basically or interpretatively true. It 
should never be ignored. Neither should it be adopted without some reasonable substantiation. 
 
William Maguire did arrive in the port of Philadelphia, August 24, 1822. He was a passenger7 on 
the schooner Independence, captained by Ephraim Haynes. This vessel, a small schooner of 138 
tons, made trips up and down the east coast of North America. It arrived in Philadelphia from Saint 
--------------------------------------------- 
 1  Superscript numbers refer to: END NOTES AND REFERENCES, at the end of this article. 
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John, New Brunswick, Canada, with a cargo of plaster, herrings, grants & stone, and 103 
passengers. 
 
All the listed passengers were noted as being from Ireland. A direct voyage from Ireland to 
Philadelphia would not stop at St. John. It must be that these passengers had arrived at Saint John 
from Ireland (or England) on a larger ship, then re-shipped on the Independence. 
 
As one might expect, the passenger list has the individuals of a family group in sequence. One such 
is that of James and Catherine Maguire with six children, aged 4-16 years of age. They were listed 
in a larger group all noted as laborers. William Maguire is named in another portion of the list and 
as a clerk, aged 18. This poses the question as to whether or not he was the eldest son of this 
family group. As the story unfolds we are forced to the conclusion that he was either a direct 
member of this family or that he became a very close-knit friend. 
 
ENTRY 
 
The Maguires arrived at Saint John, New Brunswick, by July 27, thus they must have left Ireland (or 
England) about mid-June or earlier. The questions as to why they headed for Philadelphia and why 
via St. John can be answered but only as generalizations taken from a study8 of Irish emigration. 
According to Adams, "The four years ending in 1823 constitute one of the blackest periods in the 
social history of Ireland." and "By the spring of 1822......government by terror....was still the order 
of the day". In addition, 1821 had been a short year for the staple, potatoes, so by early spring of 
1822 a famine period was starting. 
 
The route via Saint John was somewhat cheaper and was promoted by discriminatory English 
shipping regulations. The regular fare to St. John had dropped from £3 1/2 to £2 in 1822. The order 
of 80 to 90 per cent of the immigrants into Canada were actually headed for the United States. 
Saint John was a particular port of entry for steerage passengers because the lumber ships sailing 
east left from here and needed a cargo when they returned west. Despite these reasons and 
inducements, the period 1819-1826 had a null in emigration. 
 
TRANSATLANTIC TRAVEL IN 1822 
 
During the period, July 8 - August 12, 1822, six ships arrived9 at Saint John, New Brunswick, all from 
ports in Ireland, carrying a total of 860 passengers with an average passage time of 43 days and 
with an average passenger list of 143. These were appreciably larger vessels than the 
Independence. At this time the 1817 British Passenger Vessel Act10 was in effect, even if not strictly 
adhered to. This act limited the passenger/tonnage ratio to 0.67 for trans-Atlantic runs. However, 
the passenger total number was figured in equivalent adults: children under 14 being 1/2 an adult, 
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under 7 being 1/3 an adult, and infants under 1 year not counted. By this reckoning the 
Independence with 21 children carried 91 equivalent adults for a ratio of 91/138, 0.66, just within 
the legal limit. This high legal ratio existed only from 1817 to 1823 and was an exceedingly high 
packing density. However, it probably was a little more tolerable during a 10-day coastal trip in the 
summer, as contrasted to a 43-day North Atlantic voyage. With such crowding, however, and with 
a cargo that included two boxes of herring per passenger, Philadelphia must indeed have been a 
welcome sight. 
 
PHILADELPHIA 
 
The schooner Independence left Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada, about August 10, 1822, and 
arrived at Philadelphia on August 2411. On board were "200 boxes of herring, grants & stone, 140 
tons of plaster," and 103 passengers. William Maguire, clerk, 18 years of age, was one of the 
passengers. 
 
The Independence was originally owned by Seth Hopkins and others of Trenton, Maine. She had 
been built in 1816 in Trenton and was 66.4 feet long, 23.5 feet in beam, 8.3 feet in depth, two 
masts, and of 138 tons12. Her master was Ephraim Haynes and by the fall of 1822 he owned her. 
Haynes also owned two houses on Elfreth's Alley in Philadelphia (still in use, but not by Haynes). 
The Independence was making more or less regular trips from Philadelphia to New Brunswick and 
return, stopping variously at Saint John, St. Andrews, Waln, and Morris in New Brunswick. A New 
York stop was made occasionally. A round trip took about 48 days13. In the summer of 1943, I took 
a week-long trip on the schooner Enterprise out of Camden, Maine. Although built almost 100 
years later it was about the same in size as the Independence. I have included a photograph of the 
Enterprise. 
 
August 24, 1822, was a Saturday and the port of Philadelphia and its water front would have been 
in full swing. The principal street, High (now Market) leads directly to the Delaware River. Front (or 
First) Street ran along the river. Open markets were located along the center of High Street 
starting at Front Street. A new fish market had just been built between Front Street and the river. 
The city of Philadelphia had a population of over 100,000 and was the second largest city of the 
growing United States14. 
                               
It also was probably the busiest port in the United States. About 50 vessels per week entered its 
port. Thus, the wharves and the river must have been a veritable forest of masts. Steamships were 
barely being thought of at that period. Perhaps a brief impression of Philadelphia is best told in the 
words of another Irishman who arrived at about the same time15. 
 

"The situation of Philadelphia is very good, and evokes both the taste and judgement of 
'Friend Penn'. It is best between the Rivers Delaware and Schuylkill...Streets all run at right 
angles, clean and neat. The houses well built and comfortable looking, with a certain 
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uniformity and Quakerishness of appearance. There are some very fine public buildings, 
constructed with fine white marble. The market is very extensive and well-arranged;...." 

 
All of the Independence's passengers were noted as from Ireland. They had presumably shipped 
from Ireland to Canada along with the 30,000 others that had traveled the same route that year. 
St. John's was one of the major trans-shipment points in Canada. Among the passengers was a 
family of Maguires. William did not directly appear with this group in the ship's passenger list. He 
was noted elsewhere as a clerk. All members of this family were noted as being laborers. There 
were numerous of the passengers listed as weavers7. This family consisted of the following: 
 
         Name          Sex           Age  
      James Maguire     male           40  
      Catherine  “      female          38 
      Francis    “       male           16  
      Ally       “      female     14   
      Catherine  “        “        12 
      James     “      male        8  
      Ann       “     female       6 
      John      “      male        4 
 
The relationship of this family group to William is not clear. It is possible that he, William, was the 
eldest son. Other information does not bear this possibility out. In any event, these Maguires were 
to be a major part and influence on his life.  
 
Of concern to William would have been the state of the Roman Catholic churches in Philadelphia16. 
It was not good. The oldest, St. Joseph's a mere chapel, was in a state of disrepair. The larger and 
more modern church, St. Mary's, was in the middle of a serious dispute between the trustees and 
Bishop Conwell. Conwell was ageing and ineffective. In addition a schism had occurred by the 
teachings of the incumbent priest, William Hogan. Conwell finally got rid of Hogan but capitulated 
to the trustees.  
 
Finally, Rome stepped into the picture. Father Francis Kenrick17, a young and brilliant Irishman who 
after his ordination in Rome in 1821 had volunteered to serve at a mission at Bardstown, Ky., was 
consecrated a bishop and sent to Philadelphia in 1830 to calm the troubled waters. Although he 
was nominally coadjutor with the much elder Conwell, he had some difficulties pushing through 
his solutions. He was not dissuaded. He closed St. Mary's until the trustees recognized his 
authority. He also convoked a synod to establish rules that would prevent further trouble of this 
sort. 
 
St. Joseph's was in such a state of repair that it was torn down in 1838 and rebuilt. [St. Joseph's, 
now a National Landmark, was the first R. C. Church in Philadelphia.] It was generally used by the 
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common parishioners while St. Mary's was the choice of the more affluent. There were no real 
parish churches until 1844. St. Joseph's, near the water front, would be his place of worship 
initially. As near as can be ascertained, William remained a practicing member of the Catholic 
Church throughout his life. 
 
Initially the Maguires did not make much of a splash in Philadelphia. It was several years before 
they seem to have been brought to the notice of either officialdom or the public. Much of our 
information regarding the Maguires comes from the yearly directories of Philadelphia18. The first 
mention that seems pertinent is in 1829, James Maguire, weaver, living on Germantown Road 
above Master Street. This listing continued until at least 1840. The Germantown Road area was in 
the Third Ward and at that time a high-density Irish immigrant land. It has been described19: 
 

"The Third Ward was clearly Irish territory. The neighborhood centered around the Nanny 
Goat Market on Washington Street, between Master and Jefferson, (one block east of 
Germantown Road) an open-sided shed with stalls for local food merchants. Here 
neighborhood women gathered to shop each day and men met to exchange information 
and greetings. ....Surrounding the marketplace, along narrow cobbled streets, stood rows 
of brick and frame houses, three stories high, interspersed with empty lots. In the 
courtyards behind the narrow row houses were shanties and 'factories,' workshops that 
housed the local handloom weaving industry. Irish families lived in these crowded 
backyards as well as in the brick and frame houses. A check of local tax records shows that 
almost every name of the residents on these streets was Irish-sounding."  

 
In 1830, listings begin appearing for William Maguire, tailor. Initially these were Maguire & 
Brother, then William alone. In 1835 Francis Maguire, tailor, was listed at the same address as 
William. The listings for William continued until 1849. In 1843, a James Maguire, tailor, began 
appearing and continued until 1852. Other early listings and listings after this year will be 
discussed later. 
 
These listings, newspaper advertisements, verbal history handed down by my mother, marriage, 
birth, death, census data, and church data all can be put together to obtain, I believe, a picture of 
the life of William Maguire and family in Philadelphia. I believe that William either lived with, or 
nearby, the James Maguire family for several years and was either employed in the weaving trade 
or worked as an apprentice tailor. By 1830, age 27, he had sufficient collateral or backing to set up 
as a tailor and apparently teamed up with Francis Maguire. The initial location was at 4th and 
Walnut, near St. Joseph's Church and somewhat uptown from the docks.  
 
With time the business prospered, and the address gradually worked its way uptown into a more 
select neighborhood. These addresses were: 
           1830-34   corner 4th and Walnut 
           1835-36   Front near Maiden 
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           1837-38   2nd above Master 
           1839-40   114 North 6th 
           1840-41   548 High Street 
           1842      530 High Street 
           1843-48   380 High Street 
           1849      396 High Street 
 
These addresses reflect a gradual movement from the Delaware River area up High Street into a 
more affluent business neighborhood. (High Street was renamed to Market Street in 1853.) A 
street numbering system changed on High Street, thus his establishment probably remained fixed 
during the period 1840-50, only renumbered.  
 
Similarly, his residences were listed in the uptown area: 
           1845  NE 13th and Wood Street 
           1848  121 N 12th Street 
           1849  1 Clover Street 
 
Apparently William prospered. From his modest tailor shop near the waterfront he improved his 
situation to a large clothing store in uptown Philadelphia. His final shop was in the prestigious 
Girard Row building where he paid $1000 per year rent for the numbers 380 and 396 High Street. 
This address was in the block which is now between 11th and 12th Streets, on the south side. 
 
An advertisement was carried for several months in 1831 in Philadelphia newspapers describing a 
"seamless coat" by Maguire & Brother, Tailors. (See Appendix I) 
 
This information, coupled with other events and moves, indicates that William Maguire achieved a 
high degree of success in his clothing business and advanced economically well above the normal 
immigrant status in Philadelphia. 
 
In between his tailoring activities William took time out to woo and wed Margaret Jane Watson, 
about 1831. He was a Roman Catholic and she was a Presbyterian! The marriage lasted until his 
death, more than 50 years later. (An abbreviated chart of his descendants is shown in Appendix 
VII). His seven oldest children were born during the Philadelphia period. With time he also decided 
to become more formally aligned with his adopted country, applying for his first naturalization 
papers in 1838 and his final citizenship papers in 1840 both in Philadelphia (See Appendix II). 
 
Sometime in the late 1820's, William Maguire and Francis Hegan, another Irish immigrant, began 
courting the Watson sisters, daughters of Samuel and Bridget (Kane) Watson. By 1831 both suits 
were successful. Tradition has it that Margaret, the younger daughter, was nonplused when told 
that William's interest was in her rather than in her older sister, Rachel. "He's too old"! Time 
seemingly smoothed the age difference of about 12 years.  
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William has been linked with Francis Hegan in verbal history, suggesting that William and Francis 
arrived from Ireland together. I have found no direct basis for this event. Francis Hegan was, 
however, born in Ireland and was listed in Philadelphia as a painter at 75 North 3rd Street by 1833. 
Certainly William and Francis were linked by marriage, they married the Watson sisters. William 
married Margaret Jane and Francis married Rachel Katherine. If they were not acquainted before 
their courtships began, they certainly were shortly thereafter and the resultant families were held 
together for many years by, at least, the sisters. (See Appendix III) 
 
The Watson family had come to the Philadelphia area from the Wilmington, Delaware, area. 
Margaret had been born in Wilmington, Delaware, July 25, 1815. They were married and their first 
child, a son Francis, was born September 8, 1832. In later census data, he was noted as born in 
New Jersey while following children were noted as born in Pennsylvania. This may indicate that 
they initially lived in New Jersey or, possibly, that the Watsons lived across the river. Tradition has 
it that Samuel Watson was a Presbyterian minister. No factual data has been found to support this 
view. Several Samuel Watsons were listed in Philadelphia in the same time frame and one, a 
teacher, continued on for several years up to, at least, 1840. The Watsons were Protestants. 
 
Data from St. Joseph's R. C. Church records20 show that Margaret Jane Maguire "was a convert to 
the Catholic religion and was baptized conditionally on April 22, 1840..... She evidently had been 
baptized in some Protestant church in that city," i.e., Wilmington. It would seem that Margaret 
took on a certain amount of religious fervor that same year as she was to sign a temperance 
pledge at the St. Francis church on November 29, 184021. St. Francis had been newly consecrated 
and "June 1840 Bishop Kenrick had issued a pastoral letter recommending the Temperance Pledge 
to his people." Let us assume that this signing was not a need on her part but only to show support 
for those who were in need !  
 
The only other church22 activity found is the baptism23 of the second child, Margaret, at the church 
of St. John the Evangelist on April 7, 1834. If this were then the parish church of William and 
Margaret, they must have already moved uptown, as St. John's is located on 13th Street between 
Market (High) and Chestnut. It was dedicated April 8, 1832. 
 
MOVE TO LOUISVILLE 
 
In 1849 the family moved to Louisville, Ky., where Margaret's sister Rachel Hegan resided with her 
husband Francis Hegan and family. The Hegans had made the same move in about 1836.  
 
The reasons for William and his family's move from Philadelphia must remain a little speculative. 
There appears to have been no economic reason. His shop was doing very well. There was no 
evident depression in Philadelphia. There were two factors, however, which may have been the 
impetus. The years 1820-1850 saw a very great change in Philadelphia. It grew markedly in a large 
measure from great immigration from Ireland. These years included the famine years of Ireland. 
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The city changed from a rather slow moving small city into a bustling industrial metropolis. 
Manufacturing abounded. It may be that this was not to William's liking. 
 
The great Irish immigration in turn aroused the fears of those already there and sparked the 
advent and growth of Native American political parties, particularly the "Know Nothings". Their 
demagoguery and rallies caused numerous skirmishes with the Irish, culminating in two days of 
rioting in May of 1844 in which two of the Catholic churches were burned24, St. Augustine's and St. 
Michaels. The latter, during which numerous of the nearby homes and buildings were also burned, 
was quite near the location of James Maguire, the weaver. 
 
Why Louisville? The Hegans lived there and they were apparently doing well. (See Appendix III.) 
Perhaps rosy pictures were painted in letters between the sisters, Rachel Hegan to Margaret 
Maguire. In any event the move was made in about the year 1849. William did not liquidate his 
flourishing clothing business. He seems to have left it in the care of a James Maguire to be 
operated while William was in Louisville. (See Philadelphia Directory for 1850.) Possibly the store 
was doing so well that he did not quite trust cutting loose completely before being established in 
Louisville. However, William was listed in the Louisville directories25 in the tailoring and clothing 
business: 1848-9, 1851-2, 1859-60, 1861, 1865-6, 1866-7, and 1867-8. There was a definite gap 
during the 1852 to 1859 period.  
 
LOUISVILLE 
 
It would appear that the Louisville move was not to be a really wise change. Either that, or bad 
luck accompanied it. Within the next ten year period: 
                              

 William's clothing store, left in the care of a "friend", was nearly completely looted. 

 The family was split between Philadelphia and Louisville. 

 The "Know Nothing" riots also erupted in Louisville. 

 His second son and namesake, William, died26 at the age of 20. 

 His financial condition in Louisville gradually deteriorated and numerous housing moves 
were made. 

 The Civil War threw Kentucky, a border state, into the midst of tragedy. 
 
Early in the Louisville period William received information that his business in Philadelphia was 
being looted by the man whom he had left in charge, James Maguire, a "best friend". He returned 
to Philadelphia and learned the bitter truth. He remained here for several years and the directories 
list him, 1854-7, in clothing related activities trying to recoup his losses. 
             1854     19th and Pine. 
             1855     cutter, Federal below 12th.  
                      Francis Maguire, student, same. 
             1856     cutter, same. 
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             1857     cutter, 136 Market; home, 11th below Little Washington. 
                      Francis Maguire, attorney and counselor, 53 Prune; home,  

    11th below Prime. 
 
His three older children, Francis, Margaret, and Rachel were with him during most of this period. 
While there, Rachel met and married James Cullen and her first two children were born in 
Pennsylvania. Francis started practicing law there and Margaret met her future husband, Marc F. 
Vallette.  
 
Some years later, Margaret Maguire, his eldest daughter, married Marc F. Vallette who, although 
born in Switzerland, was raised and educated in West Chester, Pennsylvania. A plausible scenario 
for their initial meeting is that William had tired of Philadelphia and considered nearby West 
Chester, a small town of about 4500 persons, as a possible site to restart his business. In the 1857 
directory27 of West Chester is a listing: 
 
      Maguire, Wm., merchant, East Gay below Franklin. 
 
Also listed is: 
 
      Vallette, M. F., editor Sodalist's Companion, 30 East Gay. 
 
The Sodalist's Companion was a Catholic journal published monthly that had been started by 
Vallette28. Only heads of household and businesses were listed in this directory. In 1857 Marc 
Vallette was aged 18 and Margaret Maguire was aged 23. Apparently they became acquainted 
during William's stay in West Chester but they were not to marry until 25 July 1865 in Louisville. 
During this 8-year period they must have kept in touch by letters as Margaret returned to 
Louisville in 1859 with her father and in 1863 Marc enlisted in the Navy during the Civil War. After 
the war he returned to teaching in West Chester. (There may have been a connection between 
William Maguire and my wife's great-grandfather, Israel Beeby, who was employed in West 
Chester as a young man about to be married and in need of a wedding suit. Possibly he purchased 
his suit with a "seamless coat" ?) 
 
Seemingly West Chester was not the answer to William's problems as he and his children returned 
to Louisville in about 1859 and he remained here during the Civil War engaged in the clothing 
business although not doing very well. 
 
While in Louisville during the years 1849 to 1867, William Maguire was listed in directories as a 
clothing merchant, cutter, and tailor. During this time he was recorded at eight different 
residences. There may have been more. During most of this time the Cullen family lived with him 
and, in the latter years, the Mortensens lived at the same address. Francis seems to have lived at 
home, also. 
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Directory25 listings of William Maguire in Louisville: 
 
1848-9   clothing merchant, 422 Market, between 4th & 5th Streets. 
1851-2   cutter at Lichten & Loewenthal's, home SS Main between 7th & 8th Streets. 
   Francis Maguire, teacher, SS Jefferson, between 4th & 5th Streets, boards Wm Maguire. 
1859-60  tailor, 71 Fifth, home NS Main between 11th & 12th. 

Francis Maguire, lawyer, 5th between Market and Jefferson, home NS Main 11th &      
12th. 

1861    late clothing, home Walnut between Hancock & Jackson. 
        tailor, 928 West Main. 
   Francis Maguire, lawyer, home 928 West Main. 
1865-6   tailor, res. 552 Market between 14th & 15th. 
1866-7   tailor, res. 7th, SE corner Kentucky. 
        John Maguire, patternmaker, Grainger & Co., res. 7th SE corner Kentucky. 
1867-8   tailor, res. NS Market between 21st & 22nd. 
   Frank Maguire, attorney at law, 2 Court Place, res. NS Market between 21st & 22nd. 
1869-70  Frank Maguire, 3 Court Place. 
1877    Francis Maguire, lawyer 468 Grayson, near 18th. 
 
William Maguire, tailor, was not listed after the 1867-8 directory. 
 
Among the family holdings at Oxford was an officer's uniform overcoat of Civil War vintage as well 
as an officer's saber. To whom these originally belonged is not clear. It could only have been 
Francis if it were one of William's sons. He was missing in the Louisville directories during the war 
years (see above).  
 
MOVE TO OXFORD, INDIANA 
 
Sometime after the Civil War ended, William became restless of Louisville city life, and the lure of 
less pavemented regions drew him to Oxford, Indiana. In August of 1866 he opened a tailor shop29 
there. A year later he purchased two adjoining lots and in November, 1867, he was noted as 
building a house on these lots30. 
 
The town of Oxford was platted in 1843 and became the county seat of Benton County which was 
organized in 1840. Oxford grew slowly and by 1860 there were only 318 persons resident. There 
was no listed tailor. However in the next decade following the end of the Civil War the population 
made a leap, increasing by more than 60%. The Maguires were part of this surge.  
 
How William Maguire found Oxford is a good question. However, it is located about 22 miles west 
of Lafayette which was on the Monon Railroad that ran from New Albany, Indiana (across the river 
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from Louisville) to northwest Indiana. It also served San Pierre (more about later). The Monon had 
been completed by 1854 and in the period 1860-1880 was a going system although not making 
much of a profit. 
 
Which of the family followed him to Oxford and when they did so is not clear. William was not 
listed in the Louisville directories after 1867 but some of his children were there until at least 1883. 
His son Alfred was noted as having brought the first baseball to Oxford in 1867 and in August of 
1869 one of William's sons was attacked by a hog in Oxford! Yet in the 1870 census of Oxford only 
William was listed and as a tailor. 
 
In May of 1869 William transferred the above two Oxford lots to his son Samuel. In February he 
purchased another lot31, part of a recent town addition. In the following September, Alfred 
purchased the adjoining lot, No. 29. A newspaper item mentions Alfred as starting to build on this 
lot in 1873. These latter two lots became the home of Alfred and Sarah Maguire and family and 
the house lasted for almost a 100 years. (See Wm C Wilkinson, "Picture of the Maguire Family 
Home", [Maguire Home.docx], 1 March 1990.) 
 
During the ten-year period spent in Oxford, William was quite active physically although about to 
enter his 70's. He was noted as part of a duck hunting expedition in August of 1868 in a party that 
included William Wilkinson. Each of the hunters "collecting thirty to thirty-five mallards." The duck 
pond was some six miles northwest of Oxford. A newspaper article (The Oxford Tribune, 23 Feb 
1869) described one of his walks: 
 
         "Mr. William Maguire of this place, a gentleman of 70 years of age, walked from 
         Lafayette to Oxford, a distance of 25 miles, in an even seven hours, one day last 
         week. The mud was very deep and the walking very bad but the old veteran made the 
         distance easily. Many a young man would have 'pegged out' at the half way house." 
 
JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA 
 
The final move by William Maguire was to be the ultimate in down-sizing from city life to country 
life. This was to a lonely farmhouse in northwestern Indiana situated in a region noted only for its 
hunting and fishing. One can see clearly the general trend of his moves: from the bustling city of 
Philadelphia to a smaller slower moving city, Louisville; the try in West Chester; to Oxford, a very 
small almost primitive village; to the most rural of homes. (My mother who spent the first six years 
of her marriage on this farm had only sad memories brought on by the loneliness.)  
 
The lure of hunting was an apparent reason for this move but it also may have been a yearning to 
return to the rural peace and quiet of the long-remembered Ireland of his youth. In the summer of 
1877, at age 74 he located in northern Jasper County, Indiana, in the Kankakee River region. His 
son Samuel, who apparently was now handling the real estate transactions, purchased a 160-acre 
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farm32 in Kankakee Township near Tefft. Here William, his wife, and three unmarried sons, Samuel, 
John, and James moved and lived out their lives. This farm, (on which I was born) remained in the 
Maguire family for forty years. In February, 1917, it was sold to settle the estate of Samuel. 
 
The home was a two-story frame structure located on a "sand hill". It was typically uninsulated and 
heated by a small stove situated on the first floor with a ceiling register to allow some heat to rise 
to the sleeping quarters on the second floor. The land was poor. The Maguire sons were 
inexperienced at farming and ignorant of rural life. A letter by Samuel to his brother Alfred, who 
wisely remained at Oxford, bemoans their agricultural problems.  
 

"The corn over on the other 80 acres does not look so well. I did not get to plant it as I 
would have like to. I planted it on the sod with a spade. If I had a team I would have 
harrowed it and marked it off and then I could have worked it. But now it is full of weeds." 

 
The land selected was located some 53 miles north of Oxford. The map figure shows the land 
situation with the home located on the north piece. In 1877 the northern portion of Jasper County 
where Kankakee Township was located was very sparsely settled. Their land was about a mile 
south of the Kankakee River. The swamps had not been ditched or drained, and the river would 
not be dredged for another 50 years. The entire county was noted as being a "hunter's paradise." 
Two miles east and one-half mile south, the village of San Pierre was located on the Louisville, New 
Albany and Chicago Railroad (now the Monon). Lincoln's funeral train passed through here on 1 
May 1865. This railroad provided the means of transport for the Maguires and, later, the 
Wilkinsons to and from Oxford (via Lafayette).  
 
William was to live another six years possibly enjoying his new-found return to nature. They were 
visited by children from Louisville and later from New York as a reverse migration took place. (See 
Appendix VI). William Cullen, their grandson, came to live with them and settled permanently in 
the area. 
 
William Maguire died33 in this home, April 21, 1883, and was buried in Louisville, Ky. The funeral 
was performed at the Cathedral of St. John, Wednesday, April 25, at 3 o'clock. He, as well as 
numerous members of the family, was buried in the St. John's Cemetery. His wife, Margaret, lived 
another 11 years and was also buried in St. John's, June 29, 1894.  
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REFLECTIONS 
 
A chart showing the first two generations of William and Margaret Maguire's descendants is in 
Appendix VII. Of their six sons, only two married, Francis and Alfred. The line of Francis, who had 
three daughters, died out in 1951. William's three daughters all married but only one, Rachel, has 
descendants living. Of Alfred and Sarah Maguire's four sons only two married and have living 
descendants. However, all of his four daughters were to marry and have children, and there were 
to be a total of 24 grandchildren who grew to maturity. There are now (1996) eleven still alive. 
[And, in 2015, there are now two still alive.] 
 
There are still Cullen descendants in the Jasper County area as well as in other parts of Indiana and 
in Brooklyn, NY. The descendants, living and dead, of Alfred and Sarah are spread throughout the 
United States as well as overseas. Although many have visited old Ireland, none have taken up 
residence. 
 

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 
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APPENDICES 
                         
APPENDIX I - NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 
The following advertisement appeared for an extended period in the Philadelphia newspapers. 
This is a copy from the United States Gazette, Philadelphia, 17 February 1831. 
 
 ================================================== 
 
                        MAGUIRE & BROTHER 
 
                             TAILORS 
 
                   Inventors of the Seamless Coat, 
 
               South West Corner of Walnut and 4th Streets, 
 
To devise the best possible mode of cutting coats has long been the object of one of the above 
firm; and be-lieving as he does, that his present mode namely without having a SEAM either in the 
SIDE OR BACK, fully accomplishes his object, he has thought it his duty, both to himself and the 
public, to speak of the superiority which this seam-less mode possesses over that commonly 
pursued. This mode of cutting not only insures a perfect fit in all instances but renders the garment 
much more lasting than those made in the common manner. It is well known that the seams of a 
coat, by their constant contact with the chair, and by the frequent application of the brush, 
become old in their appearance, and dim in their color, while the other parts appear NEW, clean 
and beautiful. Orders for the above description of Coats, or any other article in their line of 
business, executed with promptness, and on the most reasonable terms. 
 
            ================================================== 
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APPENDIX II - WILLIAM MAGUIRE NATURALIZATION PAPERS 
 
A. First Papers for Naturalization as an U.S. Citizen. 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA COUNTY, SS. 
 
BE IT REMEMBERED, 
 
That on this fourth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
eight before me, the Clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions for the County of Philadelphia, 
personally appeared William Maguire who being duly sworn according to law, upon his solemn 
oath did declare, depose and say, that he is a native of Ireland now residing in the city of 
Philadelphia, aged thirty four years, or thereabouts, and that it is bona fide his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States, and to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any 
foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever, and particularly to the Queen of Great 
Britain and Ireland of whom he is now a subject. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, 
and affixed the Seal of said Court, this fourth day of October in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty eight. 
                                            W. F. Corfield                                                     
pro  Clerk 
 
                      *    *    *    *    * 
 
B. Final Papers for Naturalization as an U.S. Citizen. 
 
       To the Honorable G. W. Barton and his Associates, 
           
       Justices of the Court of Qt Sessions, for the County of Philadelphia. 
 
The Petition of William Maguire, A Native of Ireland, 
Respectfully Sheweth, That he declared on oathe before the Clerk of this Court on the 4 day of Oct 
A.D. 1838 that it was bona fide his intention to become a Citizen of the United States, and of 
renouncing for ever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty 
whatever, and particularly to Queen of Great Britain & Ireland of whom he was at that time a 
Subject. That your Petitioner has resided within the United States upwards of five years, and one 
year in the State of Pennsylvania last past, immediately preceding this his application to become a 
Citizen of the United States. That he has never borne any hereditary title, or been of any of the 
orders of nobility in his own or any other Country. He therefore prays, that on his making the 
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proof, and taking the oath prescribed by law, he may be admitted a Citizen of the United States of 
America. 
                                And he will ever pray, &c. 
 
                                WILLIAM MAGUIRE (Signature) 
 
Conrad Mantle a Citizen of the United States of America, being duly sworn according to law, saith, 
that he knows and is well acquainted with Wm Maguire the Petitioner; that to his knowledge he 
has resided in the United States five years, and one year last past in the State of Pennsylvania, 
immediately preceding his application to be a Citizen; that during the said period he has behaved 
as a man of good moral Character attached to the principles of our constitution, and well disposed 
to the good order and happiness of the same. 
 
        Sworn in open Court, 
        I M B   Clerk                  CONNORD MANTALL (Signature) 
 
 I, William Maguire do swear, that the contents of my Petition are true; that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States, and I now renounce and relinquish any title or order of nobility 
to which I am now, or hereafter may be entitled, and I do absolutely and entirely renounce and 
abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever, 
and particularly to the Queen of Great Britain & Ireland of whom I was before a Subject. 
       Sworn in open Court, this 8th day of Oct A.D. 1840. 
 
       I M V Clerk Appd. 
       Jos. M. Doran                   WILLIAM MAGUIRE (Signature)  
 
                     *    *    *    *    * 
 
(These two documents were transcribed from xerox copies obtained from the Quarter Sessions 
Court, Philadelphia, 24 June 1988, by Wm.C.Wilkinson.) 
 
                     *    *    *    *    * 
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APPENDIX III - HEGAN FAMILY 
 
As noted, Francis Hegan and Rachel Watson were married about 1835, presumably in Philadelphia. 
Their first two children were born in Pennsylvania. The family moved to Louisville about 1837. 
Francis set up in a merchandising business in painting supplies, interior finishes, and art supplies. 
Called An Art Emporium, his business grew and flourished. In later years he seems to have taken 
on a partner, J. E. Escott. His sons became clerks in his establishment when they reached 
adulthood. By 1850 the census listed him with $6300 in real estate, and by 1860, $50,000 in real 
estate and $50,000 in personal property. This latter may have been his store inventory. By the 
standards of those days he had become a wealthy man. 
 
The Hegans seemed to have done well in Louisville in suceeding years. One descendant, Alice 
Hegan Caldwell, became an author of some note. She married Cale Young Rice, a poet. She was a 
cousin of Al Maguire and apparently she sent him a copy of one of her published books, Mrs. 
Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch. She lived and died in Louisville and seemingly had a very close 
marriage. Her husband committed suicide only a few months after her death. 
 
APPENDIX IV - SCHOONER INDEPENDENCE 
 
The Independence arrived at St. John from New York on July 27, 1822, in nine days carrying "flour 
etc.", Thus, it did a turn around discharging cargo, loading cargo, and running to Philadelphia in 26 
days. It left Philadelphia, August 31, for St. Andrews, New Brunswick, a port some 50 miles west of 
St. John. The Philadelphia turn around thus was approximately 9 days. The running time, St. John 
to Philadelphia of 11-17 days indicated by these figures would seem a fast time for such a vessel. 
Perhaps it spent less than 9 days in St. John loading cargo and 103 passengers. 
 
APPENDIX V - FAMILY TRADITION CONSIDERATION 
 
Alfred Maguire was born in Louisville in 1850. Thus, he was only 4 to 7 years of age during the 
period when his father returned to Philadelphia to recoup his clothing store losses. William 
Maguire died in 1883 and Margaret in 1894. My mother, Louetta Maguire Wilkinson, was 2 years 
old when William died and 12 when Margaret died. The story of the clothing store loss must then 
have passed from Al Maguire, or Sarah, to my mother. Al's information, initially at least, was 
obtained at a very early age. Thus, if the culprit was his uncle it may have been kept from him by 
family pride. However, there is no known tradition of William's parents and siblings being in 
Philadelphia by either name or deed! Also, Al had older brothers and sisters who would have 
spilled the beans. 
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APPENDIX VI - MAGUIRES MOVE TO BROOKLYN 
 
Numerous of the Maguire descendants were to move to Brooklyn, NY, in the late 1800's. Probably 
it was Marc F. Vallette who started this movement. His wife, Margaret, along with his only son, 
Joseph, died in Philadelphia about 1870. He was listed in the Philadelphia directories until 1874 
and then in Brooklyn in 1875. In the 1880 census he and daughter, Margaret aged 12, were listed 
in Brooklyn. In the same residence were Rachel Cullen and her three daughters, Margaret, Clara, 
and Kate (Catherine M). Her husband, James Cullen, was listed in Louisville where he apparently 
died the same year.  
 
Eric Mortensen who married Catherine (“Kate”) Maguire was listed in the Louisville directories 
1865-1868 clerking at F. H. Hegan's Art Emporiam and living either adjoining or with the William 
Maguire family. In 1877, Catherine (“Kate”) was listed in the Louisville directory as a “widow” living 
with her brother, Francis; in fact, she was divorced from Erik Mortensen in 1872, but he was still 
very much alive! By 1880 she also was in Brooklyn with her two daughters, Regina and Leocadia.  
 
Francis Maguire died in Louisville in 1879. His widow, Emelin Louisa (“Emily”), remained in 
Louisville until at least 1883. By 1905 she too was living in Brooklyn with her twin daughters.  
 
Living in Brooklyn in 1905 were these persons: 
 Emily Maguire 

Mary Catherine Maguire 
 Ellen Frances Maguire 
 Mark F. Vallette 

Margaret Vallette 
Rachel (Maguire) Cullen 
Margaret A. Cullen  
Clara Cullen  
Catherine (Cullen) Shannon 
Kate Mortensen 

 Leocadia Mortensen 
  
Of the above there are descendants of only Katherine Cullen who married Patrick Shannon. She 
died in 1962 at the age of 95. 
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APPENDIX VII       
 

  

WILLIAM MAGUIRE & MARGARET JANE WATSON FAMILY

b 1803 Ireland          b 1815 Delaware

d 1883 Tefft, IN          d 1894 Louisville, KY

Frances J. Margaret Jane Rachel William Catherine "Kate" Samuel A. John J. Alfred Harris James Watson

1832-1879 1834-1870 1838-1911 1938-1858 1842-1906 1846-1913 1948-1906 1850-1930 1952-1929

Emelin "Emily" 

Louisa Murphy Mark F. Vallette James Cullen dnm Erik Mortensen dnm dnm

Sarah Agnes 

Adams dnm

1850-1919 1837-1925 1833-1880 1839-1895 1850-1930

¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦

Margaret A Margaret C. Margaret A. Infant dau. Alfred Joseph

1871-1873 1867-1952 1857-1908 1872-1933

dnm dnm dnm

Mary Catherine Joseph (Inf) Wm Vincent Regina Francis Joseph

1872-1951 1870 1859-1861 1866-1885? 1874-1959

Ernest Beck dnm dnm

1880-

Ellen Frances Clara "Catherine" Leocadia G. Infants

1872-1945 1860-1923 1868-1948 1875, 1877, 1879

Henry J Wilkins dnm dnm

William Issac Charles Edward

1864-1936 1881-1979

Elizabeth Gingrich Bessie Lee Pemberton

1869-1956 1890-1971

Catherine M Margaret Louetta

1867-1962 1882-1963

Patrick J Shannon William C Wilkinson

1862-1928 1881-1959

William Edward

1885-1971

Lucy R Young

1885-1972

dnm = did not marry

Clara Cecilie

1886-1955

George T Scheetz

1889-1978

Regina 

Katherine1891-1985

John E Reynolds

1889-1980

Leona F

1893-1991

Ralph Kennington

1886-1948

[File: Wm M aguire Family chart Nov2015.docx]
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END NOTES AND REFERENCES 
 

 
1. Unfortunately there existed no Maguire genealogy or history from which one might build or 
extend. 
 
2. Some of this oral tradition from Al and Sarah Maguire was recorded shortly before their deaths 
by A. F. Wilkinson and passed on to me. It probably was from this effort that I received the initial 
impetus towards family genealogy. 
 
3. Irish Tourist Board, Illustrated Ireland Guide (Dublin), 484-490, and Thomas Maguire, 
Fermanagh, Its Native Chiefs and Clans (Omagh, Ireland, 1954). 
 
4. Population 377 in 1950; sometimes spelled Maguiresbridge. 
 
5. Edward MacLysaght, Irish Families, (Dublin, 1957), 167-8 and Plate XIV. 
 
6. Certain investigations in Ireland supported by Wm. W. Maguire and later searches performed by 
the author in Dublin. 
 
7. U. S. Archives, Washington, DC, Micro Copy 425, Passenger Lists Philadelphia, 1800-1882, Roll 
32, "Report or Manifest....Schooner Independence...bound to Philadelphia". 
 
8. Wm. F. Adams, Ireland and Irish Emigration to the New World from 1815 to the Famine (New 
Haven, 1932). 
 
9. New Brunswick, Canada, New Brunswick Royal Gazette, "Arrival and Departure of Ships", 1822. 
(Harriet Irving Library, The University of New Brunswick, Fredericton, N.B., Canada). [I have 
received photo copies of these ship activities for the period May 29 to December 5, 1822, and 
have transcribed the data into a memo that is contained in a file: St John Ships.docx.] 
 
10. Edwin C. Guillet, The Great Migration (University of Toronto Press, 1972), 10-14. 
 
11. Philadelphia, The National Gazette and Literary Register, August 24, 1822. 
 
12. Wm Armstrong Fairburn, Merchant Sail, (Fairburn Marine Educational Foundation, Inc., Center 
Lovell, Maine, 1945) 5, 3584 (Independence) & 3432 (Enterprise). 
 
13. Computed from the schedules of Reference 9. 
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14. Fairburn, op. cit., 5, 2775. 
 
15. Thomas Cather, Journal of a Voyage to America in 1836 (The Rodale Press, 1955). 
 
16. New Catholic Encyclopedia, "Archdiocese of Philadelphia", (McGraw-Hill, New York, 1967), XI, 
262-3. 
 
17. Ibid., "Francis Patrick Kenrick", VIII, 155-6. 
 
18. DeSilver's Philadelphia Directory & Strangers Guide; Gopsill's Philadelphia City Directory; 
McElroy's Philadelphia Directory. 
 
19. Michael Feldberg, The Philadelphia Riots of 1844 ,(Greenwood Press, Westport, Conn., 1975), 
100. 
 
20. Letter: Rev. Robert A. Parsons, S.J., Old St. Joseph's Church, to Wm C. Wilkinson, September 15, 
1961. 
 
21. Pledge Card in the author's possession. 
 
22. Incumbents of the Roman Catholic churches tend to be very possessive and protective of 
records. I have never been able to search the St. John files. 
 
23. Records of the American Catholic Historical Society; XX, 373.  
 
24. Feldberg, op. cit., ix; "The Philadelphia Native American riots of 1844, which took the lives of at 
least twenty persons and injured more than one hundred others, were the bloodiest in the city's 
history." Feldberg describes the rioting and burning in pages 99-119. 
 
25. Louisville City Directories: Edward's Annual Directory, Louisville Guide, Caron's Directory of City 
of Louisville. 
 
26. Tombstone inscription in St. John's Cemetery, Louisville, Ky. 
  
27. Wood and James, Pub., Directory of the Borough of West Chester for 1857, (West Chester, 
1857). 
 
28. Rev. John K. Sharp, "The Brooklyn Catholic Historical Society and Its Founder, Marc F. Vallette" 
(United States Catholic Historical Society, Historical Records and Studies) (New York, 1950) 38, 
97-109.  
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29. The Oxford news story references are taken from the newspaper, The Oxford Tribune, Oxford, 
Indiana. Some of these had been republished thirty years later. 
 
30. Deeds at the Benton County Clerk's Office, Fowler, Indiana. Lots 5 & 6, Block 9, Justus' 2nd 
Addition to Oxford. This addition was platted 1 July 1867. These two lots front on the north side of 
West Benton Street and are in the middle of the block between 5th Street and Crown Street. 
William transferred these two lots to his son, Samuel, on 6 May 1869. (Note: These land transfer 
dates are those on which the deed transfers were recorded, not the actual sale date.) 
 
31. ibid., Lot 31 in Templeton's 2nd Addition to Oxford, platted 2 April 1873. These two lots were 
located on the east side of what was known as the Williamsport-Michigan City Road. They were 
the most southerly lots and were opposite the McConnell Cemetery. The home was built on lot 
No. 29, and the adjoining lot No. 31 was used as an area for a vegetable and fruit garden. 
 
32. Deeds at the Jasper County Clerk's Office, Rensselaer, Indiana. This land consisted of two 
80-acres pieces: the East 1/2 NE 1/4 and the East 1/2 SE 1/4 of Section 24 in Kankakee Township. 
The home was located on the northern piece. The attached figure is a portion of a 1906 map 
showing the Samuel Maguire land. Notice the Gingrich land to the west. This is the family into 
which William Cullen married. The nearest town, Tefft, is shown also. 
 
33. Louisville Courier-Journal, 29 April 1883. 
 
OTHER REFERENCES AND MEMOS. 
 
William Maguire Receipt Book; manuscript in my possession. 
 
Alice Caldwell Hegan, Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch ,(The Century Company, New York, 1902). 
 
U. S. Census Records: Philadelphia 1840; Louisville 1850 and 1860; Oxford, Ind., 1870 and 1880; 
Jasper County, Ind., 1880. 
 
Wm C Wilkinson, "Children of William Maguire & Margaret Jane Watson; 24 June 1996; File: Wm 
Maguire Children.docx. 
 
--------, "Maguire Family in Jasper County, Indiana"; 12 June 1996; File: Maguire Jasper Co IN.docx. 
 
--------, "Samuel Watson and Bridget Kane"; 8 July 1993; File: Watson end.docx. 
 
Copy from The Oxford Tribune,"Baseball in Benton County"; 1 April 1910. 
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By 

 
Wm C Wilkinson 

Princeton, NJ 
7 Nov. 1996 

     
 
 
 
[Editor’s note: per the date above, my father, Wm C Wilkinson, Jr., last revised this paper in 
November 1996. Now, 19 years later, I have done some minor editing and reformatting, and 
updated the family chart based on newly available data. Otherwise, it is much as he wrote it 
including various references to himself.] 
 

Wm C Wilkinson III 
Bethesda, MD 

15 November 2015 
William Maguire Family.docx 

 


